Aquaculture Petition
We, the undersigned, are deeply concerned about proposed aquaculture in St. Mary’s Bay, Nova Scotia. This area is a highly productive lobster ground, providing employment to local people who spend their dollars in the area. Aquaculture sites will disturb the coastal habitats of birds, marine mammals, and other marine life, negatively impacting the local ecotourism industry, the fishing industry and putting these species at risk.  Further:
· Kelly Cove Salmon Ltd’s. environmental assessment reports are wholly inadequate lacking specificity with respect to proposed environmental controls, site specific data, and assessments of impact on the benthic community and habitat.
· Open-net aquaculture release fish feed into the waters, which may contain pesticides, anti-parasitic drugs, and antibiotics, along with vast amounts of untreated fish feces.
Therefore, we respectfully request that:

·  Prior to approval, an environmental assessment specific to St. Mary’s Bay be done that includes impacts on marine life and birds;
· That information about the projects requested by communities is provided and that the community has meaningful involvement in this decision, that community concerns are recorded and seriously considered. (Not just an open house)

· That the economic impact of the proposed aquaculture sites on current businesses, including fisheries and tourism operations, be assessed prior to any permits being granted.
· Due to the huge potential impact of aquaculture on our coastal environment, we ask that aquaculture be included in Nova Scotia’s Coastal Strategy.
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Please return via mail to:   S. Handson,   P.O Box 4, Freeport, NS B0V 1B0

