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Follow Ontario and Quebec in Pesticide Policy, Not New Brunswick

In June 2009, the Government of New Brunswick announced a new cosmetic pesticide policy which, unfortunately, falls significantly short of the comprehensive cosmetic pesticide ban implemented by the Government of Ontario in April 2009, and the Government of Quebec in 2003. Nova Scotia should follow those provinces with policies which have proven effectiveness, and adopt a comprehensive cosmetic pesticide ban that is at least as strong as that of Ontario and Quebec.  

Issues of concern regarding the New Brunswick policy:

· New Brunswick allows continued cosmetic pesticide use on school grounds, parks, sports fields and other locations where children regularly congregate and play. 

· New Brunswick prohibits over-the-counter sales of only one active ingredient (2,4-D) used to make cosmetic pesticides. In comparison, Ontario’s comprehensive ban prohibits 84 active ingredients
. Additional active ingredients may be added, as required, to the Ontario list of banned chemicals.

· The New Brunswick policy creates barriers to the sale of green landscaping products, while allowing continued use of known toxins.  For example, these regulations will not allow homeowners to purchase or use corn gluten, classified as a low risk product approved for use in Ontario and Quebec. At the same time, landscapers will be allowed to use pesticides which are known or suspected of being linked to cancer, neurological damage and reproductive damage. This situation has arisen because New Brunswick bans pesticides by product type [eg, all granular spreadables, all products applied at hose end] not by considering the toxicity of the product. 

· The policy objective of a comprehensive ban, such as those in Quebec and Ontario, is to eliminate cosmetic pesticide use (while allowing exceptions for public health and safety.) The policy objective in New Brunswick is to reduce use of cosmetic pesticides, with no clear targets or methodology to achieve this other than requiring companies to be certified in Integrated Pest Management (IPM). IPM is a pesticide industry program which does not establish regulations or clear standards. IPM cannot be considered an appropriate part of a comprehensive ban because under this system pesticides continue to be used for cosmetic purposes. 

	Policy Characteristic
	Ontario
	Quebec
	New Brunswick

	Stated rationale for pesticide policy 
	Pesticides used for purely cosmetic purposes pose an unnecessary health risk.

	The objective of the Pesticide Code is to protect public health, especially children, and to protect the environment, especially water resources.

	Pesticides are a problem when they are “overused” or applied without following directions.


	Number of active ingredients prohibited 

(over-the-counter)
	84
	20
	1

	Cosmetic pesticide use on residential yards
	Prohibited
	Prohibited
	Not prohibited 

	Cosmetic pesticide use on school grounds
	Prohibited
	Prohibited
	Not prohibited 

	Cosmetic pesticide use on hospital grounds
	Prohibited
	Prohibited
	Not prohibited

	Cosmetic pesticide use on public parks
	Prohibited
	Prohibited
	Not prohibited 

	Cosmetic pesticide use on recreational facilities 

(other than golf courses)
	Prohibited
	Prohibited
	Not prohibited 

	Cosmetic pesticide use on golf courses
	Not prohibited
	Prohibited
	Not prohibited 

	Applies to 
	Lawns and turf
	Lawns, turf and gardens
	Lawns and turf

	Encourages growth of jobs and green consumption

	Yes
	Yes 
	No  

	Includes public education component to help citizens adopt greener lawn care practices


	Yes 
	Yes
	No

	Clear, consistent policy which will lead to significant reduction of pesticides with known harmful effects
	Yes
	Yes
	No


Nova Scotia can achieve progress in health protection, environmental protection and economic stimulation and still have beautiful properties by following the approach adopted by Quebec and Ontario. There is no health or societal benefit associated with the use of cosmetic pesticides, and a growing body of evidence links cosmetic pesticide exposure to cancers, damage to brain function, and reproductive damage. 
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�See Appendix 1: Ontario’s list of class 9 pesticides (May 13, 2009). Available online at: http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/land/pesticides/class-pesticides.php


� http://www.ene.gov.on.ca/en/land/pesticides/


� From Cousineau Commission Report as quoted in http://www.davidsuzuki.org/files/reports/DSF_Pesticide_Free_Oui_En.pdf


�  Environment Minister Roland Hache, News release, Communications New Brunswick, 09/06/18 http://www.gnb.ca/cnb/news/env/2009e0865ev.htm





�In the Halifax Regional Municipality, since the enactment of a cosmetic pesticide by-law, the number of landscaping companies has increased by more than 50 percent, as has the number of employees per company. The lawn care industry is booming wherever cosmetic pesticide use has been banned.  For instance, Statistics Canada reports that the number of landscaping companies in Toronto has increased each year since that city implemented a cosmetic pesticide ban. Please see Statistics Canada, Business Register, Canadian Business Patterns. 2006. (1998-2005); and Statistics Canada. 2006. Business Register, Canadian Business Patterns (2001-2006).





Pesticide Free Nova Scotia is a coalition of health and environment groups including the Canadian Cancer Society, Nova Scotia Division, , the Learning Disabilities Association of Nova Scotia, Breast Cancer Action Nova Scotia, Ecology Action Centre, Environmental Health Association of Nova Scotia, Real Alternatives to Toxins in the Environment, the Sierra Club and Canadians for a Safe Learning Environment. The PFNS program is endorsed by national organizations including the David Suzuki Foundation, the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment, and EcoJustice, and locally by the Municipalities of Wolfville, Springhill and Mulgrave, the Lung Association of Nova Scotia, Dr. Robin Walker, Professor of Pediatrics, Dalhousie University, and Dr. Roy Fox, Nova Scotia Environmental Health Centre.











