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Five reasons why the provincial government should pass a province wide ban on sale and use of cosmetic pesticides, as well as allowing municipalities to regulate pesticide use.

1. It’s fair. Province wide legislation will give everyone, everywhere in the province strong, basic health protection. Just as we provide basic health care to everyone, basic health protection from pesticides should be available to everyone, equally. 

Repeated polling by Corporate Research Associates Inc. indicates that there is strong support in all parts of Nova Scotia for a province-wide ban on sale and use of cosmetic pesticides.  Province-wide legislation will ensure that vulnerable populations are protected from exposure to cosmetic pesticides, in every school, day care centre, hospital and senior citizen facility and where they live and play.

2. It’s efficient. Banning the sale and use of cosmetic pesticides makes enforcement easier. Where municipalities have enacted pesticide by -laws and banned pesticides remain on store shelves, enforcement is difficult, as CBC’s Marketplace program exposed. 

3. It ‘s timely.  A strong province wide ban will provide immediate, universal protection throughout the province.  Quebec has had a province-wide ban on sale and use of lawn pesticides since 2003. Ontario passed legislation on Earth Day, 2009. In November 2009, the Union of Nova Scotia Municipalities called on the government to pass a province wide ban similar to Quebec and Ontario.   Allowing every municipality the right to pass a local ban will right an old wrong, but without a province-wide ban, it may take years before basic protection is enacted throughout the province.

4. It encourages green jobs and green consumption.  When hazardous pesticides are no longer permitted for sale or use, companies move quickly to develop, or identify, greener products to do the same job. Store shelves are filled with safer products. Jobs in the landscape industry become green jobs, which is good for employees, consumers and the environment as a whole. 

5. It’s not an either/or choice. The government can fulfill its election promise by incorporating the municipal right to pass pesticide by-laws into legislation banning sale and use of cosmetic pesticides throughout the province. Quebec’s pesticide legislation includes the municipal right to pass complementary by-laws. Ontario’s legislation does not, and this omission has been one of the main criticisms of otherwise excellent legislation. 

Taking cosmetic pesticides off store shelves and banning their use province- wide supports municipalities in several ways.  Where communities adopt municipal by-laws, enforcement is easier and more effective.  And small municipalities can rest assured that their citizens have basic protection from toxic pesticides, without adding another large responsibility to the work of municipal officials.
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