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Cosmetic Pesticide Bans Spark Economic Growth

Cosmetic pesticide bans increase employment

In the Halifax Regional Municipality, since the enactment of the cosmetic pesticide by-law there, the number of landscaping companies has increased by more than 50 percent, as has the number of employees per company.  Most of this growth is sparked by organic landscapers filling the niche for pesticide free yard-work created by the ban.

The employment growth in HRM is mirrored in other jurisdictions that have banned cosmetic pesticide use.  The lawn care industry is booming wherever cosmetic pesticide use has been banned.  For instance, Statistics Canada reports that the number of landscaping companies in Toronto has increased each year since that city implemented a cosmetic pesticide.  

Pesticide restrictions help retailers thrive on organic sales

Safe lawns are profitable.  Large successful retailers like Loblaws, Rona, Home Depot, and Canadian Tire have already begun the switch to organic alternatives, which they say are more profitable, with plans to completely phase out cosmetic pesticides. Wal-Mart has also publicly committed to making natural, alternative products available.

Progress has already been made in transforming the lawn care market in some areas where pesticides have been legislated.  For example, in HRM since 2000:

· Halifax Seed reported increased use of safe pesticide alternatives as follows: sulfur products increased by 25%, product expansions of insecticide soaps by 25%, and acid and nematode sales increased marginally.  

· Kent reports an increase in chemical-free gardening products of 10% in HRM and 15% in the metro area.

In Quebec, which has had provincial legislation in place since 2003:

· 86 percent of retailers surveyed by the Ecology Action Centre reported a positive overall experience with the effects of the legislation.

· Overall sales in lawn care products initially declined, then increased.

· Sales of lawn care equipment, accessories, organic alternatives, and soils all increased.

· Home Depot Quebec reported an increase in sales of big-ticket, high revenue, organic lawn items such as aerators and dethatchers. 

The public is eager to try alternatives to cosmetic pesticides

Polls across Canada, including Nova Scotia, show that the vast majority of the public is concerned with the health risks of pesticides and is eager to try alternative products, creating a huge market opportunity.  Here are a few examples:

· A poll conducted by Corporate Research Associates Inc. in November 2008, showed that 69 percent of Maritimers support a ban on the use of cosmetic pesticides.

· A January 2007 survey by Oraclepoll Research found that 71 percent of people in Ontario support a provincial ban on lawn and garden pesticides. An earlier poll by the same company shows that 82 percent of Ontario residents support municipal bylaws restricting the use of cosmetic pesticides on private residential property.  Of those who use chemical pesticides, 76 percent would stop using them if provided alternative methods of creating a weed free lawn and garden.  This is a tremendous economic opportunity.

· A 2003 poll by Centre de Recherche sur l’Opinion Publique showed 87 percent of people in Quebec supported their province’s pesticide ban. An earlier poll by Corporate Research Associates found that 90 percent of Quebeckers used alternative sustainable methods rather than pesticides because they knew there would soon be a ban on cosmetic pesticides.  Pesticide free lawn-care has thus been a large economic growth sector for Quebec.

· A 2008 Ipsos Reid poll shows that 85 percent of people in British Columbia with a lawn or garden say they would be willing to try alternatives to pesticides, another opportunity. 

According to the 2004 Environmental Lawn & Garden Survey, as a result of their concerns about pesticides, seventy-four percent of consumers said they would contemplate using organic products.  Freedonia Group, a leading international business research company, reported a growth rate of organic garden consumables “nearly twice” that of conventional pesticide sales for 2008.

Pesticide bans save on healthcare costs

There is a growing body of evidence demonstrating the harmful health effects associated with pesticide exposure, including an increased risk of many cancers; neurological, reproductive, and carcinogenic effects; birth defects, fetal death, and intrauterine growth retardation; an elevated risk of fetal death; Parkinson’s disease, amyotrophic lateral sclerosis, and Alzheimer’s disease
.  

It is difficult to quantify how much pesticides cost us in healthcare, but it far surpasses the value of these products.  A 2008 study by Seattle Public Utilities concludes that “each household converting from synthetic to natural [lawn-care] practices produces nearly $75 in annual ongoing public health, ecological, water conservation, and hazardous waste management benefits -- between $16 and $21 of environmental benefits from reduced use of synthetic fertilizers and pesticides, $8 of environmental benefits for switching from gas to electricity for lawn mowing, $42 in cost savings due to reduced irrigation, and $5 or $6 from lower hazardous waste management costs.”  With an effective provincial pesticide ban, these are the kinds of changes, the “going natural,” that could add up to millions of dollars a year in savings for Nova Scotia.
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