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Federal Regulation of Cosmetic Pesticides is Not Enough Protection for Nova Scotians
September 9, 2008
The Federal Government Says Pesticides Are a Shared Responsibility
The federal government, through the Pest Management Regulatory Agency (PMRA), is responsible for registering pest control products.  A pest control product cannot be used in any province or territory until it is registered by the PMRA.  However, the PMRA itself states on its website that provinces and territories are responsible for “[t]ransportation, sale, use, storage and disposal” of pesticides, as well as “[p]ermits and use restrictions”.
 (emphasis added)  
Why Provinces Should Restrict the Cosmetic Use of Pesticides

The fact that the PMRA registers a pesticide does not necessarily make it safe.  Indeed, the PMRA’s official mandate states that “PMRA’s primary objective is to prevent unacceptable risks to people and the environment from the use of pest control products.” (emphasis added)  The PMRA acknowledges that it registers products that pose risks to human health, including causing cancer, as long is the risk falls within the parameters of what it considers “acceptable”.

The PMRA’s definition of acceptable risk is a highly controversial subject.  What is not controversial is that the risks to human health, which everyone agrees exist, can be reduced when provinces choose to exercise their power to eliminate the cosmetic use of pesticides.

Cosmetic pesticide use exposes people to health risks for no good reason.  No level of risk is acceptable for an activity that has no countervailing health or social value, like killing weeds in a lawn.  This is why the provinces of Ontario and Quebec, as well as more than 140 municipalities across Canada, have passed legislation to ban the cosmetic use of pesticides, and why Nova Scotia should do so as well.          
� “Distribution of Principal Responsibilities”, online at: http://www.pmra-arla.gc.ca/english/aboutpmra/distribution-e.html. (accessed September 9, 2008)


� “A Decision Framework for Risk Assessment and Risk Management in the Pest Management Regulatory Agency”, Pest Management Regulatory Agency, SPN 2000-01, December 22, 2000.





