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Introduction

The Ecology Action Centre, together with the Heritage Trust of Nova Scotitheaadpport of HRM, Nova Scotia
Power, and othetocal businessebas embarkecn a bold project which it hopes will attract attention to the
issue of sustainability in the construction industry in Nova Scotia. The project brings together so many parties
because it is not only about environmental isssesrounding construction and the @tho-common demolition

which often goes along with it, but it is also about preserving the buildings that we have, especially those with
historic significance for our communities.

Far too often over the last few yearsewavebeen forced to watch as demolition crews pull down buildings that
have added charm and permanency to our streetscapes, when renovatioadaplive reuse coulbring these
structures back into a useful state. The popular belief that we must alveaysdown and renevstems fromthe
prevailing consumer culture of today which has led to therible destruction of our social and ecological
environment. In fact30% of Nova Scotlandfill is occupied by construction and demolition waste matérials

not always easier or cheaper to tear down and build from scratch, especially in a city like Halifax where historic
and weltscaled buildings add to our economic growth by attracting tourism and taletékes nearly three

times as much energy and matiynes more resources to tear down and build from scratch than it does to
rehabilitate and retrofit older structure$What is needed is the imagination of our developers, designers and
politicians toadapt these older structurefor new and profitable uses

The Project

In September 02009 Halifax Regional Council approved a development agreement with Dexel Developments
to build a 10 storey mixed residential/commercial buildorgthe Southeast corner of Mois and Hollis Streets.

For constructiono take placeit was necessary to removieur historically significant Georgiama Victorian
buildings whiclresided on the corner. The group of structurescindedthe former mansion and officbuilding

of the first Chief Surveyor of Nova Scotia Clsiorris which both date back tthe 1750s and 1760s

respectfully, the Victoria Apartments which waa = .

former hotel dating back to 1898, and the mid ' [ . ’J'?':“\
Victorian Italanate Rhuland House which datedck 'TA;«-. . T v
to confederation.The proces®f demolition began on .

December 28' with the Rhuland House, and ende
January 18. :

Despite the shortage of time, and the limitationg
inherent in the season, several motivated an 2
inspired individuals representingogernment and §
NGOs worked tirelessly to save one of the oldest Bf===

the four bwldmgs from demolition. FoIIowmg a WeeSoutheast Corner of Morris and Hollis Streets (Arthur Carter)
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of negotiations with the city, Nova Scotia Powdre developerand neighbouring landownerghe Charles
Morris office building was related about 50 metres south of its original position on the night of Decembgr 21
¢ one day before it was slated to be demolished.

-l
The present and new locations of the Morris Building (Bing Map<

Formal planning for the buildi® relocation begarin the

fall of 2009following an offer from the developer to fund
the move with monies that would have gone to the
building® demolition and landiling costs After
conversations with many neighbouring landownekiva
Scotia Power came forwarat the end of Novemberand
offered a small parcel of land on the other side of the block

~ which could serve as a new home for the building for up to

three years. Once a new temporary home for the building
was secured, the other necessary elements of the plan
beganto fall into place in quick succession. Ownership of
the building was transferred to the Heritage Trust, a site
plan for the new location was created, aratiditional

funding was provided by three regional councillors. By

December 18 the house moving firmof S. Rushton had inspected the bU|Id|ng and accepted the contract to

perform the move, which was completed smoothly a

flawlessly four days before Christmas

Since the moveactions have been taken to securg
stabilize, and insure the building so that it remains sa
in its temporary new home. The building is current
being inspected every 48 hours by a group of dedicat
volunteers who report on the condition of the building
and any suspicious activity. Planning is alrea
underway to do some aesthetic maintenante the

exterior over the comingnonths and possibly to erect§
some interpretive signage to inform passersby of t

buildings history, and the hopes for its future. The Morris lilding beingprepared to move Dec. 20t{Photo by
the Author)

organized by hardworking individuals from theolbgy

now owns thebuilding. Halifax Regional MunicipalitjRM
heritage planners who have been seconded to the project
CouncilorsDawn SloangBob Harveyand Jennifer Watts
and Nova Scotia Power were integral supportenst to
mention Dexel Bvelopments which contributed fundand
especially the Rushton familyof Pictou who expertly
completed the move.

The Morris lilding moved on the night of Dec. 21¢photo bythe
author)

Moving such an old structure was no easy task, and was

Action Centreand the Heritage Trust of Nova Scotia, which



The Historic Context

Charles Morris was the first Chief Survegbithe Province of Nova Scotia and also held the posts of Assistant
Chief Justice and wasfeundingmember of thet S3A &t I GA DS FaaSvyote 2F b2gF {
government). Morris arrived in Nova Scotia in 1746 as an army officer fratoBoand saw military action

against the French at Annapolis Royal and Grand Pré. Morris completed several field surveys for the British Army
in Northern Nova Scotia before he was permanently posted as Chief Surveyor of the Province and sent to Halifax
for its founding in 1749After planning and laying out the new town of Halifax, Morris went on to plan many
other maritime towns including Lunenburg, Liverpool, Windsor and Charlottefown.

In the Early 1760s Morris had a mansion, and
later an adjoining office building built for himself
along the street later named for himHe was
busy planning thduture towns and cities of the
Maritimes in these buildings hile most of
Canada remained avilderness./ K| N Sa a2 NNR & Q
son and grandson whoalso became Chief
Surveyors of Nova Scotia later called thensian
home and used the offices for their own
surveying firms.Both the mansion and office
building remained in the Morris family until the
widow of Charles Morris 1l sold both buildings at
public auction in 1850. The buildings retained
their original use under new owners (including

DepUty Comptroller Commissariat EdwardlAn early 14 century watercolour by R.D. Wilkie showirtge Charles Morris

Strickland. Lieutenant Colonel Norton Taylor gioffice in its original location at the corner of Morris and Hollis Streets, with tl
. ’ i . larger Morris family home to the east. (NSARM)
Frederick Courtney Lord Bishop of Nova Scotia
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in 1895%

That same year the mansion and offices were converted into

Ly Ayy OIFfftSR G¢KS aSiNRLR{S |
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adding the building we now know dise Victoria Apartments

to the corner lot. The addition required adding a storey to the

old mansion and moving the former office building about 30
metres outh of its original location (yes it was moved once
before) In 1910 the Victoria Hotel became the Victoria
Apartments when the owner converted the corner building

into 6 rental units and all three buildings saw various
residentialand hotelusesthroughout the 28 century.

dZ " s] §}@] uyB}v ]S }% v]vP Jv i
Griffon)

® Dictionary of Canadian Biography Onlimel.IV www.biographi.ca
“UKdzif 1S DIFENNE 5® 64/ AdGé& wlkYofSay ¢KS bSs +AOG2NRIF |1 20S8¢f
4



