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MEDIA RELEASE – 

For immediate release – Friday, June 5, 2009

WOLFVILLE ENDORSES PESTICIDE FREE NOVA SCOTIA PLATFORM

Wolfville - The Town of Wolfville has endorsed Pesticide Free Nova Scotia’s call for a provincial ban on lawn pesticides. Canada’s first Fair Trade town, and the first to ban smoking in vehicles carrying children, wants to see a province without lawn pesticides. 

“These products pose an unnecessary risk to the health of residents, and to the environment,” says Mayor Robert Stead. “Pesticide Free Nova Scotia has outlined a simple plan to ban the use and sale of landscape pesticides, enforce the new rules, and educate the public.”

“Pesticide bans have been shown to spark green job creation in organic landscaping, and save governments money on healthcare and environmental restoration projects,” adds Chris Benjamin, Healthy Lawns Coordinator for the Ecology Action Centre, a member of Pesticide Free Nova Scotia, a coalition of health and environmental organizations.

“Exposure to pesticides is associated with an increased risk of many cancers,” says Michael DeRosenroll of the Canadian Cancer Society, another member of PFNS. “That includes brain cancer, prostate cancer, kidney cancer, and pancreatic cancer.” DeRosenroll says that government can end this risk with a ban on use and sale of all cosmetic pesticides, coupled with comprehensive public education and enforcement.

As Nova Scotia’s Chief Public Health Officer Dr. Robert Strang wrote last year, “There is sufficient evidence of both potential human health and environmental harms and the ability to achieve the benefits without the use of pesticides that [they] should not be used for landscape purposes. Evidence from other jurisdictions…shows that the most effective way to decrease [their use] is to ban their sale and use.”

Without a provincial ban on cosmetic pesticides, only Halifax Regional Municipality has been able to control these toxic chemicals. As a result, two-year-old Stellarton resident Mason Comeau had a severe reaction to the herbicide Par III, which was sprayed in his neighbourhood May 29. Mason’s tongue and face became painful and swollen and he experienced bloody mucus. 

Mason’s experience is not unique.  “How many children have to suffer before action is taken?” asks Maureen Reynolds, past member of the Pesticide Bylaw Advisory Committee for the Halifax Regional Municipality.  She represents Real Alternatives to Toxins in the Environment on the PFNS coalition. “Nova Scotians deserve the best possible protection against involuntary exposure to these dangerous products.”

In March of this year Pesticide Free Nova Scotia launched its five-point action plan to protect Nova Scotians from cosmetic pesticides. The five actions the next provincial government needs to take include: 1) Ban the use of all cosmetic pesticides, 2) Prohibit the sale of non-approved pesticides, 3) Authorize municipal pesticide bylaws, 4) Mandate publicity of the ban and education about non-chemical alternatives to pesticides, 5) Enact enforcement mechanisms at retail and private use levels. PFNS has also published a series of fact sheets outlining the health and environmental threats associated with cosmetic pesticides, how pesticide bans spark economic growth, and why current federal regulations provide insufficient protection.

Pesticide Free Nova Scotia is a coalition of organizations and individuals that share a strong concern about the risks posed by cosmetic and non-agricultural pesticides to the health of children, adults, pets and our environment.  We have joined together for the purpose of eliminating cosmetic and non-agricultural pesticide use throughout Nova Scotia through implementation of provincial and municipal policies and regulations and through public education programs.


Background: 

For more information about Pesticide Free Nova Scotia and its pesticide strategy, please contact Chris Benjamin at 902-406-6780 or visit our web site at: http://www.ecologyaction.ca/content/publications-0. 

For more information about Wolfville’s endorsement and efforts on cosmetic pesticides to date, please contact Mayor Robert Stead at 902-542-4008.

For more information about the Canadian Cancer Society’s pesticide campaign, please contact Michael DeRosenroll at 902-423-6183 ext. 252 or visit our web site at: www.cancer.ca/ns/election. 

