Please Distribute Widely 

ACTION ALERT:
 

Tell Halifax Regional Councillors to ‘Turn on the Tap and Ditch Bottled Water’
 

In 2009 the Halifax Regional Municipality is expected to decide whether to phase out the sale and provision of bottled water on city owned and operated property and re-invest in the tap.  

 

We need YOU to contact your city councillors and tell them to support public water by ditching bottled water.
 

In the past year Canadians have made a commitment to public water services.  Across the country, municipalities, schools and universities, faith-based organizations, restaurants and unions have stood up for Canada’s public water services by restricting the provision and sale of bottled water.  More than 33 municipalities from seven provinces have already taken action.  Will Halifax also stand up for public water?
 

Here in HRM, municipal water systems are among the safest and cleanest in the world.  Meanwhile bottled water costs significantly more, is less regulated, consumes more energy and releases more harmful toxins into the environment than tap water.

 

Take Action NOW:
 

         Send an email to members of Halifax Regional Council telling them to vote in favour of restrictions on bottled water.  ***Sample Letter and Contact information for Councillors is below*** 

Thanks,

Nova Scotia Coalition to Turn on the Taps and Ditch the Bottle 

(Kairos Halifax, Ecology Action Centre, CUPE Nova Scotia, The Council of Canadians, Oxfam Canada: Maritimes, Polaris Institute, Nova Scotia Environmental Network, Canadian Federation of Students, Hydro heroes and Sierra Youth Coalition)

Sample Letter for Councillors:
 

'adamss@halifax.ca'; 'barkhoj@halifax.ca'; 'blumenj@halifax.ca'; 'david@hendsbee.ns.ca'; 'harveyb@halifax.ca'; 'barry.dalrymple@halifax.ca'; 'humd@halifax.ca'; 'brad.johns@halifax.ca'; 'karsteb@halifax.ca'; 'mosherl@halifax.ca'; 'mcclusg@halifax.ca'; 'peter.lund@halifax.ca'; 'Lorelei.Nicoll@halifax.ca'; 'outhitt@halifax.ca'; 'rankinr@halifax.ca'; 'sloaned@halifax.ca'; 'smithj@halifax.ca'; 'streats@halifax.ca'; 'utecks@halifax.ca'; 'alifa@halifax.ca'; 'jennifer.watts@halifax.ca'; 'andrew.younger@halifax.ca'; 'wilema@halifax.ca' 

Dear Councillor,

 

I strongly encourage you to commit to public water services by restricting bottled water and increasing access to municipal drinking water. 

 

Across the country municipalities and school boards, universities and colleges, hospitals and restaurants are choosing to promote tap water.  Just recently the Federation of Canadian Municipalities (FCM) urged their municipal members to “phase out the purchase and sale of bottled water in city facilities where appropriate”.  Will Halifax join the growing list of institutions across the country standing up for the tap?

 

In the Halifax Regional Municipality, municipal water systems are among the safest and cleanest in the world.  Meanwhile bottled water costs significantly more, is less regulated, consumes more energy and releases more harmful toxins into the environment than tap water.

 

Not only does committing to tap water reduce costs and protect the environment, it demonstrates support for Canada’s public water services.

It’s time to ‘Turn on the Taps and Ditch the Bottle’!

  

With regards,

 

Concerned Resident 

