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For Immediate Release-April 6, 2009

Grackles and the Birds are Back

Celebrity Challenge
Grackles, a species with a long tail and a song that sounds like a rusty hinge, have started showing up in Nova Scotia. The birds winter in the southern US and return to Nova Scotia to breed. In the next two months swallows, warblers, hawks, and shorebirds will be returning from places as far away as Brazil to nest and raise young in Nova Scotia.
The grackles’ return coincides with the Launch of the Birds are Back Celebrity Challenge , a birding challenge for local celebrities and for all Nova Scotians.  Ecology Action Centre’s Bird Project is giving participants a list of 20 birds to see and six weeks to see them—points are assigned based on the rarity of the species.

“We want to introduce people to the pleasures of bird watching, the startling beauty of many of our birds, the incredible journeys they undertake, and the threats facing them,” says Mark Butler, Bird Conservation Coordinator at EAC.

Members of parliament, journalists, artists, writers, and business people are all participating in the Challenge. The launch will take place on April 8th at 8:00-9:00 a.m. at the Natural History Museum and will conclude on May 20th from 8:00 to 9:00 a.m. at the Fairbanks Centre in Shubenacadie Park, Dartmouth. 
Bridget Stutchbury, author of Silence of the Songbirds and professor of ornithology at York University, estimates that we have lost more than half of our songbirds over the last 40 years.

The Challenge has identified six steps Nova Scotians can take to protect their birds including protecting our coasts and keeping cats indoors.

“The declines for some birds, birds that we consider common such as swallows and flycatchers, are alarming. I don’t want to live, and I particularly don’t want my children to live, in a world where they don’t see swallows, or if they do it is a rare occurrence,” says Noel Taussig, Challenge Coordinator.
All Nova Scotians are invited to participate in the Challenge. The list of 20 species can be found at http://www.ecologyaction.ca/content/birds-are-back-celebrity-challenge
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For more information contact Mark Butler, Bird Conservation Coordinator/Policy Director or Noel Taussig, Challenge Coordinator at 442-0300

Frightening Fact

The average American (and Canadian?) recognizes over 1000 corporate logos, but fewer than 10  plants or animals native to his or her locality(From World Watch Magazine, January/ February, 2000)
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