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Storm Damage and battered beaches; a sign of things to come

“Ecology Action Centre calls on province to implement stalled coastal strategy”

Halifax -   The Ecology Action Centre believes that damage to property, roads, and other coastal infrastructure caused all over Atlantic Canada by last weekend’s storm surge is the tip of the iceberg when it comes to the rising costs and risks associated with climate change.

“This is not a surprise” says Jennifer Graham, Coastal Coordinator at the Ecology Action Centre, “Nova Scotia’s coast is extremely vulnerable to climate change impacts. We are a coastal province, with many homes and roads very close to the edge of the sea.  Sea levels are rising, and storms that used to occur every hundred years will now occur more frequently. We can expect more costly clean up and repairs in the very near future”.
 Protecting vulnerable coastal communities and infrastructure against rising waters will require all levels of government to work together.  “Municipalities are responsible for land use planning to keep people from continuing to build in increasingly dangerous areas’, says Graham “ However, the province of Nova Scotia needs to show leadership and provide incentives and technical support so that municipalities and individual homeowners can make good choices. And obviously, the federal government has to take this seriously and provide money and expertise”.
The Ecology Action Centre says the problem is too large to deal with  in a piece meal fashion. “Building sea wells and other shoreline protection structure is not the solution” adds Graham “Piece meal approaches are like putting bandages on a gaping wound – it may temporarily hide the problem,  but can cause bigger problems in the long run”.
Instead, the EAC wants to see the province move ahead with putting in place a Sustainable Coastal Development Strategy,  which the Centre feels  has stalled in recent months. The Province of Nova Scotia committed to developing a Sustainable Coastal Development Strategy by 2010.  To date, the provincial government has released a background report called State of the Coast, which paints a very clear picture of the increasing costs and public safety risk associated with rising sea levels, storms surge, and coastal flooding. The province has yet to outline a process and firm timeline to put in place a coastal strategy that will reduce the 
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