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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE




AUGUST 25, 2009
Paint the Town Blue this September!
(Halifax) – This coming September residents of Halifax will be invited to take part in a number of free events to celebrate water, learn how to reduce pollution to the Halifax harbour and be better water stewards.

Through a series of fun and engaging events Paint the Town Blue aims to remind Halifax residents that our harbour is a living ecosystem and our actions on land have an impact on the integrity of that ecosystem.
“We all want our harbour to be swimmable and fishable.  Given the lack of municipal sewage treatment these targets won’t be easily reached in the short term.  In the meantime there is a lot residents can do to be better harbour stewards” says Jocelyne Rankin the Ecology Action Centre’s Water Coordinator.
The first event in the month-long series is Fix a Leak Week.  This is a great opportunity to learn how residents can reduce their water footprint at home by fixing leaks, installing water-saving devices and lowering water bills all at the same time.  The Ecology Action Centre’s home renovation professional and a water expert from the Halifax Water Commission will share tricks of the trade and innovative ideas for saving water at home. Tuesday September 1st  at the Ecology Action Centre, 2705 Fern Lane, at 7 pm.
Week two of Paint the Town Blue will feature Walk the Watershed.  During this event, Halifax residents will learn all about their drinking water and where it comes from.  Halifax Water Commission staff will take participants on a guided walk through a portion of the Pockwock watershed and provide an overview of the land-based activities they are managing in order to provide residents with safe and clean drinking water. Thursday September 10th.  Car-pooling: meet at the EAC, 2705 Fern Lane, at 6:15.  Otherwise meet at Exit 3 of Hwy 101 at 6:30 pm.  Tour will begin at 6:45 pm.
The EAC is partnering with TD Friends of the Environment Foundation to launch the Point Pleasant Park-TD Great Canadian Shoreline Cleanup Kick-off Event. This event will feature a community picnic and beach cleanup at Black Rock beach in Point Pleasant Park, with the World Wildlife Fund, The Vancouver Aquarium and Ocean Wise.  This is a great opportunity to participate in a National beach cleanup and enjoy a picnic in the park.  Saturday September 19th at 10 am at Black Rock Beach, Point Pleasant Park.
One key way Halifax residents can reduce their impact on the Harbour is to be diligent about what gets poured down the drain and flushed down the toilet.  Down the Drain then Where? is an education blitz for youth about the dangers of flushing plastics and pouring chemicals and unused medicines down the drain.  The interactive presentation will be followed by a field trip to McNab’s Island and the beaches that bear the brunt of the floatables and related materials that get flushed down the toilet.  Contact the Water Coordinator to schedule a presentation for your youth group or classroom.  Visits to McNab’s Island will take place on the last two Sundays of the month (20th and 27th).  Please register for the visit to Mcnab’s Island.
Wrapping up Paint the Town Blue month will be an evening lecture by Dr. David Brooks, Senior Policy Advisor on Freshwater for Friends of the Earth Canada.  Dr. Brooks will be speaking about Water Soft Paths, Freshwater and Ecological Security for Canadians.  The talk will be followed by a small reception and an opportunity to speak with Dr. Brooks and other freshwater experts in person.  Tuesday September 29th at 7 pm at Dalhousie University. 
For more information on these events please visit http://ecologyaction.ca/content/paint-town-blue
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