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Ecology Action Centre
·Coastal

·Marine

·Energy

·Food

·Transportation

·Built Environnent

·Wilderness



²Ƙȅ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƘŜǊŜΧΦ
·Many challenges facing 

coastal communities

·Add climate change to the 
mix

·Provincial coastal and 
climate change initiatives

·Municipalities want 
information and support

·Provide information and 
ÒÅÓÏÕÒÃÅÓȣȢ



ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǎǘƻǇ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŀΧΧ

Overtopping dyke in Avonport



ΧƭŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ Ŏƻŀǎǘ Řƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ

Dyke near Noel, protected by salt marsh



bƻǾŀ  {ŎƻǘƛŀΩǎ Ŏƻŀǎǘ
Defining the coast:

·The interface between land and sea

·High mixing, productivity, biodiversity and sensitivity

·Living coasts are  dynamic and always changing

NS facts:

·13,300 km of coastline* 

·αΪГ ÏÆ .ÏÖÁ 3ÃÏÔÉÁȭÓ  
population lives on the coast*

(*ÆÒÏÍ 3ÔÁÔÅ ÏÆ .ÏÖÁ 3ÃÏÔÉÁȭÓ #ÏÁÓÔ 2ÅÐÏÒÔɊ



How we use the coast 
·Working waterfronts

·Public access

·Residential 
development

·Tourism

·Recreation NS facts:
·14% of jobs in NS are in coastal and 

ocean related sectors.  
·43% of visitors to Nova Scotia visit 

beaches
·3o% new construction in 

Municipality Queens was on coastal 
lots (2000-2004)



Pressures on the coast
·Conflicts between changing 

expectations and uses of coast 
and traditional views of the 
coast

#ÏÎÓÅÑÕÅÎÃÅÓȣ
·Habitat loss (especially wetlands)
·Inappropriate development
·Degrading water quality
·Property at risk
·Reduced public access



/ƻŀǎǘŀƭ ŎƘŀƴƎŜΧ



Trying to stop the change...



ΦΦΦΦƳŀƪŜǎ ƛǘ ŜǾŜǊȅōƻŘȅΩǎ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ


