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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
Friday, December 12, 2008
Province Plans to Create New Agency for Energy Efficiency
HALIFAX – The Ecology Action Centre commends the Government of Nova Scotia for taking leadership on electric energy efficiency through the creation of a new efficiency administrator. This is a unique and innovative step forward in Canada that positions Nova Scotia to establish a highly effective energy efficiency strategy.

“Energy efficiency is cost-effective resource that is cheaper than any other fuel and this decision puts in place the administrative structure that will ensure accountability and results,” said Energy Coordinator, Cheryl Ratchford. 
Electricity Demand Side Management or DSM refers to a process by which electricity consumption demand is reduced through energy efficiency and conservation measures. Nova Scotia Power found through an Integrated Resource Planning process that spending 5% of utility revenue on electric energy efficiency would save $1 billion through rendering the construction of a new coal fired power plant unnecessary. 
A stakeholder process led by Dalhousie University was then tasked with holding consultations to determine the organizational design required to administer electric efficiency. Only one recommendation arose from this report: a performance – based independent efficiency agency. This report was presented to the provincial government in April, 2008.
New legislation is required to create the electric efficiency agency and therefore cannot happen until the spring sitting of the Legislature. “We are very pleased that the Dalhousie recommendation has been accepted and now the question becomes – how quickly can the new administrator become operational?” says Ratchford. 
Through investing in all cost effective energy efficiency, government and utilities will save money in the long term, lower energy bills, create jobs across the province, provide opportunities for innovation and fight poverty.
Nova Scotia is already seeing the effects of climate change and Nova Scotia must transition toward a low carbon economy in order to protect our health and our economy. This announcement is one very important piece that will help Nova Scotia move in that direction.

To read the final report prepared by Dalhousie University visit: www.conservens.ca/publicconsultations 
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For Further Information Contact:

Cheryl Ratchford, Energy Coordinator
902-442-0199,  902-441-7047 (cell), energy@ecologyaction.ca
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