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Feb. 13, 2009

The Honourable David Morse

Nova Scotia Environment

PO Box 442

Halifax, NS B3J 2P8

Dear Minister Morse,

Re: Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment

We are writing to encourage you as Nova’s Scotia’s environment minister to continue to make progress in the fight against global warming. Over the past few years, provinces have shown momentum towards greater action on greenhouse gases (GHGs) in the face of inaction at the federal level. We especially welcome Nova Scotia’s commitment to place absolute caps on Nova Scotia Power and create a sole purpose administrator for energy efficiency to move toward meeting the legislated greenhouse gas reductions targets. Much remains to be done and the upcoming meeting of the Canadian Council of Ministers of the Environment provides an opportunity for provinces to share experiences and make further climate change progress and commitments.

As you know, 2009 will be a critical year in the global fight to avoid dangerous climate change. There will be several negotiations under the auspices of the United Nations, culminating in December with a Conference of the Parties meeting in Copenhagen, where a final deal on the second phase of the Kyoto Protocol must be concluded. 

For the agreement to be perceived as sufficiently strong to tackle the urgent issue of climate change, commitments must include greenhouse gas emission reductions that are deep enough to limit average global warming to below 2 degrees Celsius and significant resources must be guaranteed to developing countries to adapt to expected impacts from climate change. The agreement in Copenhagen must be sufficiently detailed for it to be ratifiable by Parties to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and its Kyoto Protocol.

The Copenhagen agreement must also include commitments to providing financing and technology cooperation to assist developing countries with their adaptation and mitigation efforts. Developing countries are expected to take on enhanced mitigation actions in the second commitment period. However, these actions will be contingent on financial and technology support from industrialized countries, as set out in the Bali Action Plan. 

There is an urgent need for provinces to have their perspective be better reflected in the federal government’s position on global warming and the role it plays on the international scene. Eight of ten provinces have emission reduction targets for 2020 that are much more ambitious than that set by the federal government for Canada as a whole. Provincial targets are not yet ambitious enough to reflect the science of climate change but are nonetheless commendable, given that they were set unilaterally, without a significant role expected from the government in Ottawa. It is our view that a partnership between provinces, territories, and the federal government can allow for Canada to commit to and reach science-based targets in 2020.  

Also, Canada has not played a constructive role in the international negotiations in the recent past. Canada will need to modify its position in order to gain greater credibility on the world stage and at home and help lead the way to an ambitious outcome in Copenhagen. That would include adopting science-based targets for our country in the next commitment period, but also supporting the efforts of developing countries through ambitious financing and technology cooperation. 

We urge you to impress upon the federal environment minister the importance of Canada doing its fair share in tackling global warming. Canadians want and expect all its environment ministers, including Minister Prentice, to work together so that Canada takes full responsibility in protecting the climate, and plays a constructive role in the United Nations process to ensure a strong and credible agreement in Copenhagen. 

Yours truly,

Cheryl Ratchford
Ecology Action Centre

(902) 442 0199
energy@ecologyaction.ca
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