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EAC Priorities for NS Climate Change Action Plan and Energy Strategy

For Immediate Release: January 15, 2009
Tomorrow, Friday January 16, 2009, the Government of Nova Scotia will release the long awaited Climate Change Action Plan and Energy Strategy. Nova Scotia needs a “Green New Deal” to stimulate our economy, avoid environmental disaster, deal with energy security, create jobs, and slash poverty. It is crucial that we make aggressive and targeted investments in an environmentally sustainable infrastructure today. The Climate Change Action Plan and Energy Strategy will determine if the Province will make the commitments necessary to have lasting affects and re-focus for tomorrow’s economy.

The Environmental Goals and Sustainable Propensity Act legislates that the province of Nova Scotia will “demonstrate international leadership by having one of the cleanest and most sustainable environments in the world by 2020.” To achieve this the province must present a Climate Change Action Plan and Energy Strategy consistent with the fundamental objectives of the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change and recognize the need to keep global warming under 2 C from pre-industrial levels. In order to achieve such a goal the government must put a price on carbon.
Greenhouse Gas Regulations

Priority: Create absolute, outcome-oriented greenhouse gas regulations that impose the following targets:

· Reduce GHGs to 1990 levels by 2012
· Reduce GHGs, at least, 10% below 1990 levels by 2020
· Reduce GHGs 90% below 1990 levels by 2050
Nova Scotia has the advantage of being home to some of the most cost-effective options to reducing greenhouse gas emissions. Economic modelling has shown that Atlantic Canada would make the largest percentage reduction in greenhouse gas emissions, compared to other provinces, under a system that “caps” emissions and then allows reductions to be achieved in the jurisdictions with the lowest costs through carbon trading. Nova Scotia has a business case to achieving deep greenhouse gas emission reductions.
Energy Efficiency and Energy Poverty

Priority: The Government of Nova Scotia must recognize energy efficiency as an energy resource that is superior to other fuels and introduce a Universal Service Program for both electricity and home heating fuel

The Climate Change Action Plan and Energy Strategy must recognize energy efficiency as an abundant energy resource. It is the lowest cost step to reducing emissions and can create more jobs than any other form of energy development. The Utility and Review Board should be ordered to prioritize investment in cost effective energy efficiency resources, with this level of savings as a base to be tested against.

We encourage Nova Scotia to develop multi-fuel energy efficiency strategies that incorporate not just electricity, but other fuels such as heating oil, wood, natural gas, combined heat and power, and on site renewable energy generation. The Province recently announced the creation of a new agency for energy efficiency and this strategy should be a continuation of that leadership. The strategy should be delivered through the Nova Scotia Energy Efficiency Agency in unison with a comprehensive energy efficiency labour market strategy.
We recommend the introduction of a Universal Service Program for both electricity and home heating fuel. This program could ensure against unsustainable energy burdens through fixed credits, emergency assistance and arrearage management. It could also establish a minimum amount of funding in energy efficiency portfolios for programs that will be accessible to low income Nova Scotians.

Renewable Energy

Priority: Increase the amount of renewable energy beyond the renewable portfolio standard to address climate change and energy security while ensuring wide-scale community consultation, participation and rural economic revitalization through co-operative and local ownership.
The Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act legally commits the government of Nova Scotia to achieve a goal of having 18.5% of the total electricity needs of the province obtained from renewable energy sources by 2013. In addition, Nova Scotia Power’s Integrated Resource Plan has shown that it is economic to double this goal between now and 2029. The renewable energy goal should be expanded.
R&D and deployment support investments in Nova Scotia should be consistent, or greater than, what is recommended in the Stern Review on the Economics of Climate Change. We estimate that low-carbon technology annual deployment support should be increased to $24 million by 2015 and $53 million by 2025 and that annual R&D funding should be $16.3 million. 
Ensuring early community genuine engagement is essential to renewable energy development. The provincial government must provide support for municipalities and community groups for overcoming knowledge barriers, financing and legal issues. Policy changes are required such as improvements to the request for proposal process, the net metering program and the introduction of feed laws. The Province must also develop regulations for wind power development and sitting.
Transportation

Priority: The creation of an annual predictable source of funding dedicated to sustainable transportation, including the cost of infrastructure and operational expenses for active transportation and public transit in urban and rural areas.

In 2008/2009, the provincial government committed $3 million in new funding for public transportation in unserved and underserved areas. The Climate Change Action Plan must expand on this commitment. A significant investment in sustainable transportation options is needed for Nova Scotia, an amount at least equivalent to the national average of sustainable transportation spending by the provinces - $20.30 per capita, approximately $20 million per year in Nova Scotia. The EAC’s estimate of Nova Scotia spending in 2008/2009 is $4.00 per capita. The Exact figures on provincial transportation spending are not currently compiled by the Government of Nova Scotia. The Climate Change Action Plan must include both provincial and municipal contributions to sustainable transportation so that informed decisions can be made. 
The transportation of people and goods is responsible for 27% of Nova Scotia’s greenhouse gas emissions. If the province is to meet its goal of a 10% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions below 1990 levels by 2020 (Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act), more investment may be needed. At the 2008 New England Governors and Eastern Canadian Premiers Conference, the province committed to doubling the overall public and alternative transport mode share from current levels and to shift 10% of freight that is currently carried on roads to intermodal road/rail or short sea transportation by 2020. The Climate Change Action Plan must show a commitment to these obligations. 
Preparing for Change: Adapting to Climate Chaos                             
Priority: The development of climate change maps that pinpoints which areas of  Nova Scotia and which industries are most at risk from climate  chaos, so that communities can take action to restrict unwise  development, protect wetlands and farmlands and prioritize investments in infrastructure protection.
Nova Scotia is a low-lying coastal province with many houses, roads and infrastructure threatened by rising sea levels, storm surges and coastal erosion. Currently, whenever any municipality or community wants to restrict unwise development, they lack the information to take action. In we have regulations or restrictions on building in vulnerable areas we would not have to spend as much on compensation. We also need to protect the best farmland for farming so that we can grow food in Nova Scotia.

We cannot protect our entire coastline so we need to prioritize. We need more wetland and beach protection – undisturbed natural areas are very good at protecting against the results of climate chaos. We need to let our natural areas do their valuable work.
Forestry
Priority: Nova Scotia's forests have potential to soak up and store carbon – but only if they're managed with a sharp reduction in clearcutting, a focus on growing old, big trees, and maintaining healthy, productive soil.
Nova Scotia's forests only have potential to soak up and store carbon if they're managed with a sharp reduction in clearcutting, a focus on growing old, big trees, and maintaining healthy, productive soil. Nova Scotia’s forests are also at risk from increased storms and insect pests that climate change will bring. To mitigate these risks, we must adopt forestry practices that promote natural diversity and move away from current practices that create vulnerable stands of trees.
Managing Nova Scotia's forests to be carbon sinks and resilient to increased stresses will require quality-based forest management.  This means more jobs for foresters and greater potential for value-added forest products.  Ignoring the challenges of climate change on forests will only bring more hardship to Nova Scotia's biggest industry.

Although burning forest biomass to produce energy is often touted as a green energy source, intensive harvesting of this material has massive negative effects on soil nutrients, carbon storage and wildlife habitat.  Forest biomass as a renewable energy source must be approached with extreme caution.

For more information please contact:
General Information on Nova Scotia Climate Change and Energy Strategy: 
Energy Coordinator Cheryl Ratchford at: W: 902.442.0199, C: 902.441.7047

Other Contacts:

Transportation: TRAX coordinators Laena Garrison or Jen Powley at W: 902.429.0924

Forestry: Standing Tall Coordinator Jamie Simpson at W: 429-1335
Climate Change Adaptation and Mitigation: Coastal Coordinator Jen Graham at W: 442-5046
Food: Food Miles Coordinator Jennifer Scott at W/H: 757-1640
Georges Bank and Offshore Oil and Gas: Policy Director Mark Butler at W: 429-5287
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