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The Ecology Action Centre supports the Phase II Report of the province’s Natural Resource Strategy and the recommendation for a targeted reduction of clear-cutting by 50% by 2015. The Centre believes that more time is required for discussion before considering the use of large-scale forest biomass for electricity, given the already high levels of existing forest harvesting in the province.  Further, the EAC believes there is the significant evidence that large-scale forest biomass could undermine efforts to reduce Nova Scotia's carbon emissions. Ultimately, the EAC believes that adding forest biomass to the renewable electricity mix at this time will place significant new and ecologically unacceptable pressures on Nova Scotia’s forests. 
While the Centre is not calling for a complete ban on the use of biomass for energy and heating, the Centre stresses that using forest biomass for electricity should not form a part of the province’s renewable energy strategies until the conclusion of the Natural Resources Strategic Plan.  
As per the recommendations of the NR strategy, a targeted reduction of clear cutting will establish a competitive price for the use of wood from our forests and establish an ecologically responsible price for the use of forest biomass for energy production and other purposes.  

Further time is required for rational decisions about whether forest biomass is an acceptable source of renewable electricity at all and if so, at what scale. The provincial regulatory process pertaining to the use of forest biomass for electricity must be firmly defined by the provincial renewable electricity regulations and the Natural Resources Strategy, both of which are incomplete.  

The EAC is also concerned that a substantial increase in demand for forest biomass will have a negative impact on wildlife habitat and will likely drive up the cost of firewood for home heating creating challenges for rural residents on fixed incomes
 and may reduce present and future amounts of quality hardwood available for local hardwood mills.

The Centre believes there are other viable options to meet the province’s renewable electricity target, notably upgrading the province grid system to accommodate more wind energy production, investigating opportunities to use agricultural biomass, and enhanced provincial abilities to import and export energy.  Pursuing these options would bring greater economic benefits to rural Nova Scotia and are necessary to meet longer-term renewable electricity goals.
The Ecology Action Centre’s specific recommendations regarding forest biomass energy are as follows:

1) In place of forest biomass,
a. More wind power should be developed in the short-term,

b. The provincial grid infrastructure, and capacity for energy storage, should be up-graded to permit more wind energy development, 
c. Grid connections with NB should be up-graded to allow for imports of existing hydro energy from Quebec and exports of excess wind energy, and
d. Woody crops and grass produced on existing marginal farmland should be considered for co-generation potential, provided conditions pertaining to competition with food and livestock, soil organic matter, soil productivity and return on investment for farmers are met.

2) In general, any forest biomass used for energy production should be small-scale in nature, regionally dispersed and highly efficient.  Forest biomass could be considered to help reduce demand for heating oil and electric space heating.
3) Whole-tree harvesting should not be permitted in forestry operations, on both public and private lands.  This should be addressed by changing the Wildlife Habitat and Watercourses Protection Regulations (WHWPR) under the Forests Act.

4) Regulation 4 (4) of the Wildlife Habitat and Watercourses Protection Regulations, which requires retention of snags and coarse woody debris, should be quantified and enforced.

5) Clearcutting of forests should be regulated and substantially reduced from current levels (50% reduction of annual area clearcut by 2015).

6) Allowable harvest levels for all wood products should be developed at a regional or watershed scale and capacity for demand be capped accordingly.

7) Forest biomass harvested for energy products should not be exported from Nova Scotia. 



