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April 6, 2009
Politicians Should Stop Playing Word Games:

Carbon tax and Cap and Trade Have the Same Implications
Halifax – Carbon tax, hard caps, emission trading systems – these are some of the policy options that Nova Scotians are going to hear as political parties prepare for a possible spring election. They are all important regulatory means of cutting our reliance on carbon, have the same purpose and should not be pitted against each other in an election. There is no one easy solution when it comes to reducing greenhouse gas emissions and we made need a combination of regulatory measures to avoid catastrophic climate change.
“It is unfortunate to see the familiar semantics around climate change in partisan politics that accompanied the federal election,” says Cheryl Ratchford, Energy Coordinator at the EAC. 
Huge environmental and economic opportunities exist in moving toward a sustainable economy and those jurisdictions that understand this are already reaping the benefits. Nova Scotians will gain from a debate on how quickly we can build local economies by creating green jobs through policies like renewable energy, energy efficiency and sustainable transportation, rather than focusing on misleading rhetoric on carbon regulation.

“We are facing severe ecological and economic consequences and should be concerned about how we make progress rather than how we move backward,” says Ratchford.
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