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MEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Wednesday January 21, 2009
Nova Scotia Climate Change Action Plan: EAC Response
Halifax – The Government of Nova Scotia released its Climate Change Action Plan and Energy Strategy on January, 16 2009. The Ecology Action Centre has prepared an attached review of that Plan and Strategy that weighs in on what the action items mean for Nova Scotians.
“The province has made a number of commitments to action on climate change, but as to the how and when on certain items, we would like to see more clarity,” says Cheryl Ratchford, EAC’s Energy Coordinator. The Province has a long way to go before they can claim international leadership on the environment and must recognize that combating climate change and encouraging and supporting the development of offshore oil and gas are competing objectives.
Strong Points

· The reduction of 5-7.5 megatonnes by 2020

· Absolute caps on Nova Scotia Power 

· Ensure that at least 25% of electricity comes from renewable energy sources by 2020.

· Increase energy efficiency by 20% by 2020 and create a new agency for energy efficiency
· Strong proposed commercial and residential building code amendments
· The development of land use guideline for municipalities by 2010

Missing in Action

· The regulations to determine the details of how NSPI will be capped are undetermined

· Annual predictable funding for sustainable transportation
· Timeline for implementation of net-metering changes.

· Strategy for research and development of energy storage options

· Comprehensive labour market strategy

· Universal Service Program for low income Nova Scotians

· Timeline for the development of a sustainable transportation plan
· Changes in forest management
One of the most significant developments from Friday’s announcement involves the plan to place hard caps on Nova Scotia Power as the utility accounts for roughly 46% of the province’s greenhouse gas emissions. The Strategy points out that “almost 80% of our electricity is produced with imported coal and coke, our dirtiest fuels”. Caps are necessary to meet the legislated goal of a 10% reduction below 1990 levels by 2020 and they will become effective in 2010, 2015, and 2020. The regulatory framework to establish these caps will be developed in consultation with stakeholders in the near future.
There are a number of other commitments in the plan that needs to be clarified. Jen Graham, Coastal Coordinator at the EAC, notes that” Our coastal communities are at the frontlines of climate change and will be most affected by rising levels and storm surges. People’s homes and property could be at risk. We need a provincial commitment to map the most vulnerable areas of the province, so that municipalities can take action to protect coastal infrastructure. Timelines are also a concern for Jen Powley, EACs TRAX Coordinator, "We are thrilled to see that the province will be developing a sustainable transportation plan. Our concern is that we have to wait until 2010 for it--we need a plan yesterday, not tomorrow".

“The Provincial Government has laid out a road map for our climate and energy future. It is up to Nova Scotians to hold them accountable for action today.” says Ratchford
-30-

For more information please contact:

Cheryl Ratchford, Energy Coordinator, Cell: 902.441.7047
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