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Tuesday January 27, 2009
The 2009 Federal Budget Does Not Embrace a Clean Energy Future

The 2009 Federal Budget does not embrace the reality that Canadians must invest in a clean energy future and develop a green economy while the American administration is geared up to speed ahead. A green economy lessens our dependence on imported energy sources and is a driver for economic growth.

“Today’s budget announcement is a lost opportunity for our environment,” says Cheryl Ratchford, Energy Coordinator at the EAC. There is significant potential in Nova Scotia for the development of renewable energy, but this requires the support of the federal government. 

“It is unfortunate that only 5% of federal budget has been directed toward clean energy. This can be compared to President Obama’s plans to spend more than $75 billion to create green jobs and deploy clean energy. Barak Obama has this vision in America, but unfortunately Canadians do not have the same vision or leadership from this budget,” says Ratchford.
While the Ecology Action Centre welcomes investments such as commitments to the ecoENERGY Retrofit Program and sustainable energy infrastructure, important programming is missing such as ecoENERGY for renewables. The lack of investment in renewable energy is a disappointment.
The advice of leading political and economic experts has fallen on deaf ears. In a statement issued by a group of former prime misters and finance ministers just last week the government was advised that: “Green Stimulus creates jobs and will jumpstart Canada’s role in the new global economy.” We face a high energy cost and low carbon future and this requires a movement away from fossil fuels toward renewable energy, energy efficiency, sustainable transportation, and targeted R&D into low carbon technologies.
According to recent report entitled Climate Safety by the Public Interest Research Centre, climate change is happening ahead of schedule. Arctic ice is disappearing 80 years ahead of IPCC predictions and that could require emissions peaking globally by 2015 or sooner which would mean unprecedented rates of emissions cuts. Today, instead of recognizing the climate crisis, the federal government has committed $750 million dollars to nuclear energy and carbon capture and storage.
The federal budget demonstrates the priorities of the government of the day more clearly than any other document. When Nova Scotians consider this Budget they must ask themselves: Will this help us build a sustainable infrastructure and the jobs of tomorrow? The answer is no.
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For more information please contact:

Cheryl Ratchford, Energy Coordinator, Cell: 902.441.7047
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