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MEDIA RELEASE

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Thursday January 15, 2009
Will Province follow Through on Promise to lead the way on Climate Change?
Halifax – Tomorrow January 16, 2009 the Government of Nova Scotia will release its long awaited Climate Change Action Plan and Energy Strategy. The Ecology Action Centre has prepared the attached Media Backgrounder outlining key priorities the plan and strategy must address.
“The province must put in place an aggressive action plan to address the twin challenges of climate change and energy security. If they do not, both the environment and the economy will suffer,” says Cheryl Ratchford, EAC’s energy coordinator. 

Nova Scotia’s Environmental Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act (EGSPA) commits the province to “demonstrate international leadership by having one of the cleanest and most sustainable environments in the world by 2020”. The attached Backgrounder describes that Nova Scotia has a long way to go toward achieving this goal. 
Nova Scotians need the infrastructure in place to prepare for a low carbon future and a green economy. We also need adequate training and job support for the careers of the future. In short, the Ecology Action Centre expects to see hard caps on greenhouse gas emissions, prioritized investment in energy efficiency, support for community renewable energy development, annual predictable funding for transportation, the pinpointing of areas of climate change vulnerability, and better forest management. 
The province has taken steps to combat climate change with EGSPA and most recently with the announcement of a new energy efficiency agency, but the challenge of climate change is enormous and requires big and bold actions on the part of government. "We expect to see the provincial government follow through on its commitment to environmental leadership,” says Ratchford.
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For more information please contact:

Cheryl Ratchford, Energy Coordinator, Cell: 902.441.7047
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