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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

December 8, 2008

Today Atlantic Premiers Discuss the Economy – Discussions Must Include the Environment
Halifax – The Atlantic Premiers are meeting in PEI to discuss the economy and the Atlantic Gateway today. Any discussion of financial stimulus packages in Atlantic Canada must include the benefits of making investments in sustainable infrastructure.
It is critical that any provincial stimulus package is spent on infrastructure that will provide lasting benefits rather than spending huge sums of money in an attempt to keep business as usual. Nova Scotians require targeted and aggressive investment in sustainable transportation, urban planning, energy efficiency and clean renewable energy to survive the high volatile energy costs that are an unavoidable reality of our future.

The economic and environmental implications of inaction on climate change are staggering in addition to the costs associated with mitigation and adaptation strategies. Cheryl Ratchford, Energy Coordinator at the Ecology Action Centre, warns that "We are already experiencing the impacts of climate change including accelerated sea level rise, coastal erosion and more unpredictable weather events.  We need aggressive investments in sustainable infrastructure to prepare for a low carbon future.”
We need forceful climate change action today to avoid catastrophic climate change affect in the future and governments must develop the infrastructure that we will require to survive in a high cost low carbon economy. A transition to a green economy includes creating new jobs as well as transitioning workers from fossil fuel based industries to careers in sustainable energy fields.
“We are already seeing a shortage of workers who have the training to do energy audits or teachers who have the expertise to train students for a low carbon energy industry.” says Ratchford. The Government must show leadership and think strategically beyond the current fiscal year and even beyond 2020 because money has to be invested with future growth in mind. 
According to Herman Scheer, of the German Bunderstag or Parliament, “we are unable to solve a problem with the mindset that created the problem.” Targeted investment in the emerging ‘green economy’ has the potential to position Nova Scotia as a leader.
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