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April 16, 2011

Minister Bill Estabrooks, Department of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal
2nd Floor, Johnston Building
1672 Granville Street
P.O. Box 186
Halifax, Nova Scotia
B3J 3Z8

Phone: (902) 424-5875 
Fax: (902) 424-0171
tirmin@gov.ns.ca 

Re: 

Dear Minister Estabrooks, 

The Ecology Action Centre is sure you are well aware of Halifax Regional Municipality’s 25-year Growth Plan, the Regional Municipal Planning Strategy. In this Plan, HRM has identified centres that will be serviced by transit in hopes of decreasing greenhouse gas emissions from single vehicle passenger use. Ingramport is not identified as a growth centre. In fact, the nearest growth centre is Tantallon which already has adequate highway access. 

It is our fear that the approval of the connector on highway 3 near Ingramport will spur development in this community and surrounding area. As was recently announced by HRM, the Municipality already has more growth occurring in rural areas than is planned for and desired. The connector at Ingramport would only make a commute to Halifax or Dartmouth a more tantalizing option. 
The province approved HRM’s Regional Municipal Planning Strategy as its Integrated Community Sustainability Plan. If the province now works against that Plan it appears that it was disingenuous in actually approving and applauding it. Coordination and communication between the various levels of government is key for the fiscal, environmental and social health of the province. 

The Ecology Action Centre asks you to consider this as you enter your deliberations on the connector. 
Sincerely, 

Jen Powley, Our HRM Coordinator
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