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For Immediate Release – APRIL 1, 2009

Startling Discovery: Hydrocarbons really

Complex Sugars

Building on initial research by Environment Canada scientists, EAC researchers have discovered that hydrocarbons such as diesel and Bunker C are closely related in molecular structure to complex sugars.

“It is really quite amazing,” exclaims Mark Butler. “When we tasted diesel, it tasted remarkably like maple syrup. And that makes sense because diesel looks like maple syrup.”

This discovery appears to fit nicely with recent research at Environment Canada.  Last week, government officials in a simple, but elegant experiment demonstrated that diesel quickly disperses into the water column and poses little threat to marine life. Dispensing with complicated and expensive analytical laboratory equipment, the officials just added some bunker C and diesel to dishes of water and asked everyone to observe the results.

The arrows are all pointing in the same direction on this one, observes Mark Butler. We were all wringing our hands over this barge that went down and is being left submerged with 70,000 litres of diesel onboard. These results suggest we can relax and adopt-a-dump, I mean a, ‘don’t worry, be happy’ approach to the sinking.

This could have profound implications for the marine industry, says Shannon Arnold, a consultant with Let it Be Marine Salvage. All these costly clean-up efforts, the fretting over bilge water, the investigations, and the fines- it now appears that we were overreacting. This stuff might even be good for the environment. 

The EAC is aware that not all environmental groups feel so sanguine about the recent discoveries. The EAC has read comments from Gretchen Fitzgerald of the Sierra Club (following): “We can’t believe the EAC is jumping on the ‘Diesel is Okay’ bandwagon. We know that even maple syrup can be toxic at extreme levels. We think it is no etymological coincidence that the first three letters of diesel are DIE. This stuff is lethal.”

The EAC is sympathetic Ms. Fitzgerald’s concerns, but prefers to take a more positive approach. Maple flavoured mackerel or scallops—there are worse outcomes.
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For more information contact Mark Butler at 429-5287, Shannon Arnold at 446-4840 or Gretchen Fitzgerald at 444-3113.
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