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For Immediate Release-March 23, 2009

Transport Canada Needs to

Answer Questions about Negligence
The Ecology Action Centre strongly encourages Transport Canada to require Atlantic Towing Ltd., a subsidiary of J.D. Irving Ltd., if it does not do so willingly, to remove the diesel and other fluids from the sunken barge off Yarmouth, NS. The Centre also encourages the Department to provide answers to questions about the circumstances around the sinking including whether there was negligence on the part of the company and the current condition of the barge.

“We have questions about whether this accident was foreseeable and if the company took all reasonable steps to avoid the sinking of the 29 year old barge,” said Shannon Arnold, Marine Coordinator at the EAC.

According to media reports, Irving has stated the weather turned nasty unexpectedly. The Centre trusts that Transport Canada will examine the weather forecasts in light of these statements (gale warnings for the area were in effect). There is also the question of whether the company should have removed the fuel before towing a barge to Halifax during the stormy winter months.

The Centre hopes the government report to be released on Wednesday will provide information, including video footage, on the condition of the hull and the tanks and best guesses about when and how the tanks will leak. 
“In the end it comes down to the fact there is 75,000 litres of contaminants sitting there and just because it isn’t leaking out today should not lull us into doing nothing. J.D. Irving is a big industrial player in Atlantic Canada and it is disconcerting to hear them apparently argue that we should leave these contaminants sitting on the seafloor when they could be removed,” concludes Mark Butler, Policy Director at EAC.
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For more information contact Shannon Arnold at 446-4840 or Mark Butler at 429-5287
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