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Info Sheet #1*: Natural Resource Strategy Consultation: Speak out for our beaches  

* a series of information sheets in preparation for the Voluntary Planning consultations on parks and biodiversity in Nova Scotia: May 12 to June 12, 2008
There are approximately 50 beaches contained within Provincial Parks in Nova Scotia, which are managed by the Department of Natural Resources. The Department of Natural Resources is also responsible for the 92 beaches protected under the Beaches Act, as well as for our shorelines below the high water mark. Most protected beaches were designated to protect them from sand or gravel extraction or in recognition of their high ecological significance. 

While we love beaches for their beauty and the recreational opportunities they provide, their important ecological functions, value for wildlife habitat, and their sensitivity to human impacts is often overlooked.  Nova Scotia is failing to adequately protect coastal areas. Perhaps due to their unique location between land and sea, beaches have fallen in the gap that separates marine and terrestrial management. The Voluntary Planning is an opportunity to speak out about the lack of protection of Nova Scotia’s beaches, and express our commitment to a provincial coastal management framework that protects the ecological integrity of our coastal areas.

The Ecology Action Centre’s values and priorities for beaches in Nova Scotia:

1. COMMITMENT TO REFORM
We value a government department that embraces the protection of our beaches and recognizes that these complex, dynamic systems include interconnected components, such as sand dunes, tidal lagoons, mudflats, sandbars and salt marshes. We value a government that is enthusiastic and proactive in embracing best practices in the management of these unique ecological, recreational and economic environments. We value a government that works collaboratively with stakeholders to achieve long-term sustainable preservation through research and science-based management. 

2. AN ECOSYSTEM BASED BEACH MANAGEMENT APPROACH

We value an integrated approach to coastal management that considers the entire beach ecosystem. The goal of ecosystem-based management is to manage a full range of natural beach functions. Our beaches are naturally dynamic, constantly in flux, and rebuilding themselves in response to seasonal and long term natural forces such as wind, waves, and storms.  Ecosystem-based management means letting our beach systems migrate, allowing dunes and sand bars to breach and rebuild in responses to natural forces, and restricting beach-front structures that may destabilize beach systems, accelerate erosion, or interfere with beach sediment supply.  Ecosystem-based management also requires protecting and enhancing beach habitat value and biodiversity. We think all protected beaches and provincial parks should have management plans with appropriate goals and priorities for decision making.
3. A NETWORK OF PROTECTED BEACH SYSTEMS

We value a network of protected beaches that represents the full range of beach types, and regions of the province, and that maintains a full range of ecosystem functions and biodiversity – including wildlife habitat.  The Beaches Act must be expanded and strengthened to recognize the inland boundaries and natural and landward migration of beach systems. We also expect full enforcement of existing regulations protecting coastal areas including provisions against OHV use on beaches and sand dunes. We expect our beach managers to be proactive in working with other agencies and organizations in acquiring ecologically significant coastal lands, protecting habitat, and implementing recovery plans for at-risk-species in coastal areas and ensuring these areas and plans are part of management plans for Protected beaches and Provincial Parks.
4. DIVERSE, VALUE ADDED PROVINCIAL PARKS

We value a diverse Provincial Park system in which beach systems are viewed as significant resources with the potential to increase in value with proper beach management. At the same time, we expect our provincial Parks to contribute to provincial biodiversity by continuing to protect habitat and ecosystem functions, and by demonstrating best practices in low impact access and recreation. We value Parks that serve the spirit of Nova Scotians by providing opportunities to discover the natural world. We value Parks that educate managers and the public on the coastal ecosystems and their flora and fauna through signage, educational materials and interpretative programs, 
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