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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE



December 15, 2008

Immediate Crisis Needs Long Term Solution:
Sustainable Infrastructure is needed as we enter a Low Carbon Future

Both the provincial and federal government see investing in infrastructure as a way to weather the current economic downturn. In an article dated December 9th2008, the Chronicle Herald stated that “[i]nfrastructure has been a buzzword this fall, as Mr. MacDonald and other government leaders have said federal and provincial spending on roads, buildings and other projects would help stimulate the economy.” The Ecology Action Centre does not disagree with this tactic but wants to ensure that spending facilitates a shift to a more environmentally sustainable economy. 

Energy Coordinator Cheryl Ratchford states that, “in today’s world, infrastructure means much more than just pavement.” Rather than pouring money into expanded highways, Ratchford says that money must be invested in options such as renewable energy, alternative heating systems and more efficient transportation. A future of expensive fossil fuels and carbon regulation is inevitable. It is critical that we make aggressive investments in a sustainable future today.

Ratchford states that, “governments must develop the infrastructure that we will require to survive in a high cost, low carbon economy.” Progressing to a green economy includes creating new jobs as well as transitioning workers from fossil fuel based industries to careers in sustainable energy fields. Investments made in both people and environmentally sustainable infrastructure can stimulate the economy and prepare the province for a low carbon future. 
Sustainable Transportation Coordinator Jen Powley echoes Ratchford’s sentiment.  Powley stated, “Nova Scotia’s rail infrastructure is crumbling despite the provinces commitment to move ten percent of freight movements to this mode.” She outlined a number of rail infrastructure projects that could be undertaken by the provincial and federal governments. These could include extending the Centralized Traffic Controls now in place in Bedford to the Halifax peninsula. The rail signaling systems would reduce safety concerns and prepare the line for handling additional traffic. Another project involves improving the track between Windsor and Windsor Jct. At present the rail line is in such a state of disrepair that freight train speed is reduced to a crawl.

Discussing the specifics of infrastructure spending is critical at this time as on Tuesday, December 16th, the federal Minister of Transportation, John Baird, will be in Halifax. Baird will be speaking to the Atlantic premiers. The premiers will present a list of projects that the provinces would like the federal government to fund. These “wants” will be relayed to Prime Minister Stephen Harper in advance of the January First Minister’s meeting. The EAC hopes that Nova Scotia’s list includes projects based on environmentally sustainable principles. 

Investing in environmentally sustainable infrastructure is in keeping with the Nova Scotian government’s commitment to reducing greenhouse gas emissions entered into through the 2007 Economic Goals and Sustainable Prosperity Act. In this act, the government commits to reducing greenhouse gas emissions 10 percent below 1990 levels by 2020. The EAC believes that we need forceful climate change action today to avoid catastrophic climate change effects in the future. The Government must show leadership and think strategically beyond the current fiscal year and even beyond 2020. Investments must be made with the future in mind. 

For further information, please contact: 
Energy Coordinator Cheryl Ratchford, W: 902.442.0199, C: 902.441.7047

Transportation Coordinator Jen Powley, W: 902.429.0924, H: 902.425.8363
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