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Trends
• Dispersed development
• Increasing auto and fossil fuel dependency
• Increasing levels of vehicle ownership
• Decline in available sustainable 

transportation alternatives
• People drive more kilometres and spend 

more $ on transport per year
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Energy use
• 38% of total energy use in Nova Scotia
• Passenger travel – 2/3
• SUV’s, trucks and minivans grew by 28%
• ATV energy use grew by 149%
• Improvements in vehicle efficiency offset 

by increase in vehicle ownership and 
kilometres traveled



  

27%



  

Greenhouse gas emissions
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Gasoline Automobile 1,680 1,560 1,570 1,610 1,540 1,650 1,580 1,550 1,370 1,600 1,460 1,480 1,500  1,510 1,490

Light-Duty Gasoline Trucks 939 908 956 1,020 1,010 1,120 1,150 1,160 1,230 1,380 1,440 1,340 1,400 1,470 1,500

Heavy-Duty Diesel Vehicles 790 757 797 800 826 854 896 894 951 1,010 1,040 1,060 1,080  1,170 1,220

Off-Road 370 360 350 450 600 450 340 470 500 540 550 590 650  620 620

1990 1991 1992 1993 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004



  

Air pollutants
• Carbon Monoxide
• Particulate Matter 
• Sulphur Dioxide 
• Nitrogen Oxides 
• Volatile Organic Compounds
• Ground level ozone



  



  

Land area consumed
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• Roads and highways result in disruption of water 
flows, road kills and wildlife injuries; and, the 
disturbance, isolation, and loss of wildlife habitat

 
• Nova Scotia’s overall road density exceeds the 

threshold beyond which natural populations of 
some large vertebrates (like the endangered 
mainland moose) have been shown to decline, 
and may therefore compromise animal habitat in 
much of the province

consequences



  

Urban density
•    36% between 1971 and 1996



  



  


