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IN THE recent provincial throne speech, it was announced that highways from Yarmouth to Sydney will be twinned by 2020. As a result, the Ecology Action Centre gave the province a failing grade for transportation in its annual climate change report card. What actions would earn the province a higher mark?
Transportation is a major source of greenhouse gas emissions in Nova Scotia. The government’s twinning announcement represents a significant endeavour that far outweighs any commitment made to date to reduce emissions in the transportation sector.
It is important to note that twinning is appropriate in some cases, particularly where safety is cause for concern. However, we need solutions that improve safety, increase accessibility and reduce transportation emissions. We believe that if the government is serious about its climate change commitments, we need to see the vigour expressed in the throne speech for twinning directed to reducing transportation emissions.
A three-pillar plan is needed that invests in alternatives to driving, encourages smart community planning and improves vehicle efficiency.
First, provincial funding for environmentally sustainable passenger transportation modes needs to be substantially increased. Sustainable transportation modes include transit, car-pooling, car-sharing, van-pooling, van shuttles, walking, cycling and inter-city bus and rail. 
An annual predictable source of sustainable transportation funding is needed that is comparable to the national average; in 2004, Nova Scotia funded transit to the tune of 84 cents per capita compared to the national average of $21 per capita.
Lessons can be learned from other provinces. Saskatchewan invests approximately $4 million annually in a provincial inter-city bus system that has 28 routes serving 275 communities. Quebec invests in a bicycle route that connects 320 communities. Cycle tourists using the route in 2000 spent more than $95 million in local economies.
Here in Nova Scotia, we have a provincially funded Community Transportation Assistance Program (CTAP) that is unique in the Atlantic region. The program funds nine community groups that provide door-to-door service for people who need transportation support.
As well, Conserve Nova Scotia is funding a small-scale transportation infrastructure grant program. The program is funding nine projects, including the Strait area transit system, the Valley Trans County Transportation Society, and the Pictou County bikeway project. Both the CTAP and grant programs reduce emissions, increase community accessibility and support economic vitality; both are ripe for greater investment.
Second, the province needs to encourage smart community planning. 
Transportation and land-use planning are two sides of the same coin. 
Many sustainable modes, such as transit, walking and cycling, are more viable in communities where work, home, shopping and social opportunities are close to each other.
To generate emissions reductions in the transportation sector, the province needs to support and provide incentives for efficient community design. Service Nova Scotia and Municipal Relations already play a role in supporting municipal governments. However, to firmly establish links between community form and transportation emissions, the Energy Department and Department of Transportation and Infrastructure Renewal need to employ transportation-demand managers and land-use planners.
Finally, the province needs to improve vehicle efficiency for both passenger and freight transportation. One step is for the provincial government to move towards the implementation of California vehicle emissions standards, a commitment made in the Sustainable Prosperity Act.
The highly debated Atlantic Gateway initiative, if implemented, will result in a dramatic increase in freight movement. Movement of freight by truck has been growing steeply despite rail being more energy efficient. According to Transport Canada, between 1990 and 2002 emissions from rail fell 17 per cent despite a one-third increase in workload; by contrast, emissions from trucking increased 60 per cent with a doubling of workload.
Now is a key time to think about how to move large amounts of freight safely and energy-efficiently through a modern rail system. This would help manage highway maintenance costs, as one truck, due to its weight, causes the same amount of wear and tear as 10,000 cars. As of February 2006, Nova Scotia needs $4 billion to bring its existing roads and bridges up to standard. Is it wise to build new highways when we cannot afford to maintain our existing system?
A conservative estimated cost of twinning highways from Sydney to Yarmouth is $580 million. Imagine if we invested this amount on services within Nova Scotian communities to keep them vibrant, viable and prepared for a low-carbon economy.
Please e-mail us your ideas on what the province needs to do to earn an 
A+ on improving safety, increasing accessibility and reducing
transportation emissions.
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