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UARB Biomass Hearing Decision and Consequences for the Newly Formed Government 
Halifax – It comes as no surprise that the Utility and Review Board ruled that they do not have the jurisdiction to approve the proposed 60MW Nova Scotia Power Inc. (NSPI), NewPage Port Hawkesbury Corp. and Strait Bio-Gen Ltd. biomass project in advance. 

This decision buys Nova Scotia some time from a forest health perspective. “We desperately need a provincial biomass strategy that does not sacrifice the forest, and that provides the greatest benefits for rural communities,” said Jamie Simpson, Forestry Coordinator for the EAC.  
“The NDP government must seize this opportunity to create a progressive strategy for biomass energy, with forest health and community well-being as the bottom lines.”

It is unlikely that NSPI will meet its legislated renewable energy goals. From a policy perspective, this hearing is an important signal to the new Government that NSPI’s renewable energy procurement practices have failed. The competitive bidding system has consistently resulted in contract failure and does not allow grid access or stable prices for all Nova Scotians. It is time to consider alternatives such as feed laws that guarantee access to the grid and fair, stable rates for producers.

“We have an opportunity to redirect profit from foreign fossil fuel industries and put it into the pockets of all Nova Scotian communities. The Government must act on this huge opportunity to build the emerging green energy and energy efficiency industries, create green jobs, and develop a competitive edge in rural NS through meeting and going beyond its sustainability goals.” said Cheryl Ratchford, Energy Coordinator at the Ecology Action Centre.
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For further information, please contact:
Energy Coordinator, Cheryl Ratchford, W: 902.442.0199, C: 902.441.7047
Forestry Coordinator, Jamie Simpson, W: 429.1335
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