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Media Release: June 21, 2009

Energy from the Forest: How Green is Biomass?
The Ecology Action Centre is participating as formal intervener in this week’s hearing into NewPage Corp.’s plan to build a 60MW biomass burning facility.  The Centre is deeply concerned with the negative consequences of biomass harvesting on forest health, carbon storage and soil productivity.

“Biomass harvesting, if not carefully done,” says Jamie Simpson, forester with the Ecology Action Centre, “will turn forest clear-cutting into forest scraping.”
“Forest biomass – tree tops and branches and dead trees – is sometimes thought of as waste” Simpson explains.  “But this material is anything but waste.  It’s compost and fertilizer and wildlife habitat, and it plays a critical role in forest health, soil productivity, wildlife habitat and carbon storage.”
“Clearcutting is bad enough,” says Simpson.  “You can’t scrape up everything that’s left after a clearcut and expect to have a healthy forest,” says Simpson.
Is biomass a good deal for Nova Scotia’s woodlot owners?  “The answer is clearly no,” says Austin Parsons, president of the Nova Scotia Woodlot Owners and Operators Association.  “Woodlot owners might receive a few dollars per tonne, or not even that.  They’re being asked to give away this incredibly valuable material – valuable for soil productivity and biodiversity – for nothing.”

The EAC calls upon the Nova Scotia government to introduce precautionary guidelines regulating biomass harvesting that would restrict the use of clear-cutting and removal of tree tops and branches from the forest except in the most exceptional circumstances.  Forest biomass can play a role in Nova Scotia’s renewable energy strategy, but it must be done without sacrificing our forest.
-30 - 

For more information please contact

Jamie Simpson (757 1640; 429 1335), or Mark Butler (429 5287) Ecology Action Centre
Austin Parsons (233 3431); NS Woodlot Owners and Operators Association
2705 Fern Lane · Halifax · Nova Scotia · Canada · B3K 4L3


t: 902-429-2202 · f: 902-405-3716 · e: � HYPERLINK mailto:receiption@McTL.ca ��info@ecologyaction.ca� · www.ecologyaction.ca














RESPECTING & PROTECTING OUR ENVIRONMENT SINCE 1971

